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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

A comic book is a wonderful escape for our imagination. The stories of 

heroism, valour, intrigue, comedy, drama and tragedy (in some cases) 

inspire us to greater heights by planting seeds of ideas in our 

imagination.  

 

This amazing medium of story-telling has been in existence for over 100 

years and in various forms. The common denominator in all these 

versions is the paper on which these stories were printed. Whether it is 

newsprint, Baxter, Mando or other type of paper, the fact remained 

that comic books were published to the highest quality available at the 

time but were vulnerable to the ravages of time and the elements. 

 

A key aspect of comic book collecting is the condition of the comic 

book. The condition is known as the grade of the comic book and its 

classification criteria has undergone many changes in the last hundred 

years. The current system of grading a comic book is based on the 10-

point scale defined in the current editions of the Overstreet Comic 

Book Price Guide, the premier source of comic book grading 

definitions and prices for comic books in various grade.  

 

This guide will inform you as to the definition of the grades applied to 

comics sold at Comics Explorer.  
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2. THE GRADING SCALE 

 

 

- Near Mint NM- 9.2 

    

    

- Very Fine/Near Mint VF/NM 9.0 

    

    

- Very Fine VF 8.0 

    

    

- Fine FN 6.0 

    

    

    

- Very Good VG 4.0 

    

    

    

- Good GD 2.0 

    

 

The condition of a comic book improves as you move up the scale 

above, with a comic book in Near Mint condition sitting at the apex. 

Click on each of the grade above to be directed to a section 

describing the overall grade and the specific criteria the comic book is 

evaluated against. 

 

The above grading scale is © Gemstone Publishing Inc, 1966 Greenspring 

Drive, Suite 300, Timonium, MD 21093, UNITED STATES; www.gemstonepub.com 

Gemstone Publishing Inc. is the author of the annual Overstreet Comic Book 

Price Guide, from which all grading nomenclature and definitions are 

published in this guide and adopted by Comics Explorer. 
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2.1. NEAR MINT 

NM- 9.2 

 

 

 

The above grading definition is © Gemstone Publishing Inc, 1966 Greenspring Drive, 

Suite 300, Timonium, MD 21093, UNITED STATES; www.gemstonepub.com 

 

Gemstone Publishing Inc. is the author of the annual Overstreet Comic Book Price 

Guide, from which all grading nomenclature and definitions are published in this 

guide and adopted by Comics Explorer. 
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2.2. VERY FINE/NEAR MINT 

VF/NM 9.0 

 

 

 

 

The above grading definition is © Gemstone Publishing Inc, 1966 Greenspring Drive, 

Suite 300, Timonium, MD 21093, UNITED STATES; www.gemstonepub.com 

 

Gemstone Publishing Inc. is the author of the annual Overstreet Comic Book Price 

Guide, from which all grading nomenclature and definitions are published in this 

guide and adopted by Comics Explorer. 
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2.3. VERY FINE 

VF 8.0 

 
 

 

The above grading definition is © Gemstone Publishing Inc, 1966 Greenspring Drive, 

Suite 300, Timonium, MD 21093, UNITED STATES; www.gemstonepub.com 

 

Gemstone Publishing Inc. is the author of the annual Overstreet Comic Book Price 

Guide, from which all grading nomenclature and definitions are published in this 

guide and adopted by Comics Explorer. 
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2.4.  FINE 

FN 6.0 

 

 
The above grading definition is © Gemstone Publishing Inc, 1966 Greenspring Drive, 

Suite 300, Timonium, MD 21093, UNITED STATES; www.gemstonepub.com 

 

Gemstone Publishing Inc. is the author of the annual Overstreet Comic Book Price 

Guide, from which all grading nomenclature and definitions are published in this 

guide and adopted by Comics Explorer. 
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2.5. VERY GOOD 

VG 4.0 

 
The above grading definition is © Gemstone Publishing Inc, 1966 Greenspring Drive, 

Suite 300, Timonium, MD 21093, UNITED STATES; www.gemstonepub.com 

 

Gemstone Publishing Inc. is the author of the annual Overstreet Comic Book Price 

Guide, from which all grading nomenclature and definitions are published in this 

guide and adopted by Comics Explorer. 
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2.6. GOOD 

GD 2.0 

 

 
The above grading definition is © Gemstone Publishing Inc, 1966 Greenspring Drive, 

Suite 300, Timonium, MD 21093, UNITED STATES; www.gemstonepub.com 

 

Gemstone Publishing Inc. is the author of the annual Overstreet Comic Book Price 

Guide, from which all grading nomenclature and definitions are published in this 

guide and adopted by Comics Explorer. 

 


